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Report for the month of JANUARY, 1948, 
Issued by the Government Statistioian (Mr. RJ ,bittle), Perth, 2/ 5/480 


This report gives the latest available figures relative to Population; 
Marriages; Births and Deaths ; Land Settlement; State Government Revenue and 
Expenditure; Savings Banks; Bank Clearances; Real Estate Transactions; Sales 
Taxy Companies Registered and Bankruptey; Government Railway Operations; Motor 
Vehiole Registrations; Trade; Building Construction; Butter Production; Gold 
Output and Dividends Reported; Retail Prices Index; Enployment; Unemployment 
Benefits; Electricity Supply (Metropolitan Area) and Livestook Slaughterings. 


POPULATION. 


The following populations are now recorded as a preliminary result of the 
Census taken on the 30th June, 1947 = 


Stete Total : 502,731 ~ Comprising 258,303 Males and 244,428 Fenalese 
Increase since 1933 Census 63,879), 

Metropolitan Area : 272,586 ~ Comprising 131,717 Males and 140,869 Fenales. 
Increase since 1933 Census 65,146). 


MARRIAGES, BIRTHS AND DEATHS ~ WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
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1946 | 1947 “| 946 
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Marriages eooee Noe 


513 5,283 
“Rate per 1000 | 12.14 10.51 
of population | 
Births exice’ (i 1,00 | 4,20 12,874 
*Rate per 1000 23-40 | 28.063 25.61 
of population 
Deaths eoeen Noe 419 345 4, 725 
“Rate per 1000 9475 8el6 9.40 
of population 
Infant Mortality Noe 37 28 398 
Rate per 1000 36678 23.14 30,92 
Live Births : 
PRENOIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH 
Tuberculosis 3 v. L41 
Cancer 60 45 §94 
Influenza “ ss 9 
Diphtheria ‘ 8 
Cerebral Haemorrhage, etoe 39 34 423 
Arteriosclerosis 18 il 163 
Discases of the Heart 114 88 1,368 
Pnewnonia and Broneho Pneumonia 24 21 279 
Diarrhoea and Enteritis 5 3 36 
Nephritis 15 a3 181 
Diseases of Early Infancy 20 17 204. 
Senility 5 7 119 
Accidents 35 24 300 
All Other Causes 74, 75 900 
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SETTLEMENE. 


Land taken up under conditional alienation during the month of Jamary 
totalled 59,696 acres, a decrease of 29815 acres on the corresponding month last 
yedre Pastoral, special and miscellaneous leases registered amounted to 233,999 
aeresy a decrease of 1,149,994 acrese 


STATE GOVERNMENT coNgoLIDaTED EEVENTE AND EXPENDITURE, 


rename nt ee NC pe ener 


7 Yonths ended JANUARY . 


g& 
7 758, 263 
£15.18, 3, 
89465, 910 
£17.0,11, 


1, 287,900 
£2410010. 


1, 458, 338 
£201707 


surmis manus, 


Deposits on the 3lst January amounted to £35 721,786, or £7009e2ds per head 
of population as against £36,667,655 or £734998de— per head as at the 3lst Deeanbery 
last yeare 


Revenue aenrcee Pr eero} 
Reveme per Head of Population 


Expenditure Poseee oeeses 


Expenditure per Head of Poplne £21262. 
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The avexge weekly dloyances for the 4 wecks enied 28th January, 1948 
amounted to £5,553,329, compared with £4,1485417 for the aorresponiing period last 
Y¥OAYe 
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Registmtions effected at the 
Office of Land Titles and Deeds 


* 10,329 
5,136,250 
Ceeene Noe 6,416 
Discharges of Mortgages e+ (Noe 5,712 
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" 10,790 
5y 495,876 
6,195 
§, 192, 300 
“8,586 
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Transfers 


Mortgages 
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Taxable Goods 


Sales in respeet of Tax 
which Tax is NOT Goll eoted 
Payable (Gross) 


Month of 
Receipt of 
Retums 


Sales in respeot of 
which Tax is Payable 
Gross) 


October 
Novanber 
Deeeaber 


19a 


January 


£ 
15236, 382 
981,890 
1,025,999 
1,032,193 
1,133,005 
999,553 

, 986, 992 
1,181, 616 
1,381,485 
1,238,310 
1,142, 486 
1,120,213 


1,269,393 


é 
1,272,141 
1,571, 92.0 
1,034,280 

904, 783 
1,172,830 
1,235,966 

890,625 

934,743 
1,062,710 
854,161 
796,547 
1,104, 042 


752,509 


1,893, 777 
2,100,827 
2,181,750 
2,513,691 
3,085,537 
2,815,570 
2,284, 635 
3,286,715 
2,878,237 
2,541, 336 
3833, 345 


3,911,477 


£ 
L7L,721 
130,422 
148, 225 
131,075 
119, 906 
134,149 
125,720 
155 9234 
163,596 
156,911 
135,913 
138,832 
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 QOMPANIES REGISTERED, 


72 Ioeal Companies with a nominal capital of £15932,500 and 29 
Foreigi Companies were registered during the seven months ended January, 1948. — 
Registrations for the corresponding period last year comprised 52 Loval Cqupanits 
with a nominal capital of £1,120,000 and 28 Foreign Companies. 


BANKRUPIOY « 
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7 Months ended JANUARY 


Noe 

Sequestration Orders 6 
Deeds of Agsigment 

x de). : 4 

Deods of Arvangenent ~ 
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(a) Includes Compositions and Schanes of Arrangenants 


TRANGPORE + 


The operations of the State Goverment Railways open for gcneral and 
passenger treffic were as follows :~ 
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6 Months’ ended DECEMBER 


on ae es 


DECEMBER 
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1946 1947 1946 
Gross Hamings (£ "395,900 346,100 2, 3L1, 300 | 1,914,200 
Working Expenses(& 431, 594 357,296 2,591,513 2,094,293 
Train Miles. Run 609,182 | 585,057 3,697,836 | 3,138; 401 
Passenger Joumeys 1,185, 268 1, 034,110 Ry 909,612 — 6,68 3, 985 
Momma ge Carried = : Sat 
Paying Goeds 213,956 203, 317 1, 2975170 . 1,060,260 
Livestock 13,197 145578 95,357 80, 045 
Depa rtaental 39, 040 308, 640 255,901 
Frec Freight) aad MT oer 
Total 256,935 1,701,167 | 1,396,206 
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Net Ton Milcage of ~ 


Paying Goods 31,151, 074 27, 045,079 192,523,496 | 147,410,932 
Livestook 1, 502 51.35 1; 946, 406 11,950, 107: 10, 228,935 
Departmental 7,685, 069 65 338,764 50,773,940 40,926, 766 
\F ree Freight) Pee Ce ors NE Me OR Re 
Total 40, 338,278 (255,247,543 196, 5665633 


35, 330, 249 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS. 
(1) NEW VEHICLES REGISTERED (Bxcluding Commonwealth~owned Vehicles). 


ooo 


. METROPOLITAN AREA 


ENTIRE STATE 
Period Cars (In« Wagons, Tite Cars (In+ Wagons, 
cluding Vans, Buses CG 7 cluding Vans, Buses | Motor 
Hire Cans) | Utilities ye-es | Hire Cars Utilities Cycles 
Noa Noe Noe Noe Noe Noe Noe Noe 
ape ag 536 328 ee 422 637 718 16 513 
January 111 27 2 52 149 79 2 66 
February 95 38 ah 65 137 108 2 ee 
March 84 54 1 67 129 156 1 | 60 
April 63 34 3 34 95 112 3 | 48 
May 83 42 1 36 126 (a oo 
June 83 26 ~ | 32 163 89 | ~ | 46 
July 142 73 3 4]. 256 194 5 77 
August 115 58 4 41 195 167 8 | 69 
September 133 43 ~ AT 227 180 a4 | 82 
October 145 55 8 64 240 162 9 95 
Novenber 68 44 9 46 149 180 9 81 
Decenber 102 25 8 68 200 131 ao 98 
(2) MOTOR VEHICLES IN USE (EFFECTIVE REGIS. )* 
Date ‘METROPOLITAN AREA ENTIRE STATE 
(As at Gars (Ine | Wagons, ” Wagons . 
ead of _ | cluding Vans, Buses cluding Vans y: Buses yi 
Month ) Hire Cars) | Utilities Hire Cars) | Utilities iad 
; Noe Noe Noe Now |- Now’ 
1946 « 
June 7,989 204 309 | 6,794 
Decenber 8,878 243 SLO | 7,324 
1947 ~ 3 
June 9,467 255 331 8,196 
July 9,251 255 350 6,641 
August 9,420 244. 349° | 7,159 
Septenber 9,558 244. 350 7,476 
October 9,763 251. | 357 7,725 
Novenber 9,806 260 - 366 8, 605 
Deo.s (a) 10,013 271 379 | 8,197 


(a) Preliminary figures for Mctropolitan Areae. 


* Excluding Commonwealth-owned Vehicles, which comprised for Decanber, 1947 =~ 


100 Cars; 413 Wagons, Vans, etce; 


6 Buses and 3 Motor Cyclese 


TRADE (Interstate and Oversea). 


Trade of Western Australia, Decanber, 1947 and 1946, and 6 Months ending 


Decanber, 1947 and 1946, expressed in tems of Austrelian Currency. 


IMPORTS 


EXPORTS (Including Ships' Stores) 


6 Months ended Tammy | 6 Months ended 

DECEMBER 7 DECEMBER DECEMBER DECEMEER 
1947 | 1946 | 1947 | 1946 1946 1947 1946 
(£1000) |(£1000) | (£1000) | (£1000) | (£1000) | (£1000) | (£1000) | (£1000) 
Oversea. 7,402 | 4,410 4,045 | 1,408 20, 311 9,543 
Interstate 13,359} 9,707 608 247 3,234 1,567 
TOTAL 20,761] 14,117 | 4,653 | 1,655 | 23,545 | 11,112 
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BULLDING. ACTIVITY. 


Notes These tables supersede particulars published in previous reports of 
Building Permits issued by Local Authoritiese 


(1) NEW BUILDINGS COMPLETED. 
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oe Factories Other Total 
eriod : * 2 Ee 
Noe Value Noe Value 
y wae £, 000 £000 
March Qre 1946 26 21 239 194 
Jone Qrey 1946 35 40 345 352 
Septe, Qre 1946 44 59 422 416 
Dece Qre, 1946 40 72 507 533 
March .Qre 1947 50 131 469 562 
June. Qre, 1947 32 35 523 555 
Sept..Qre 1947 40 66 719 782 
Dece Qre, 1947 42 95 735 | 872 
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(2) HOUSE CONSTRUCTION, 
(Excluding Ovmer-built Homes) 


Notet Monthly figures are preliminary only. 
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Number Completed 


Period Brick, Stone, | Wood or Fibro anent 
Concrete, mainly or mainly Other Total 
1 eee Soa etce ~ aa Wood * Z Fibro-Canent ee 
1946 
March .Qx. 75 56 _ 203 
Junc Qre 124 66 295 
Bopte Qre 144 62 364 
Dece Qre 229 40 44.7 
Total 1946 224. 1, 309 
1947 
June Qre 15 480 
Sept. Qre _ 667 
Dece -.Qre 2 677 
Total 1947 59 25234 
ot ‘1948 4 
January «Month ~ 118 


BUTTER PRODUCTION IN FACTORIES. 


1,908,160 lbs. were produced during Decanber, 1947 and 11, 914,249 lbs» for 
the six months ended Decanber, 1947, as against 1,486,301 lbse and 10,081,087 lbse, 
respectively, for the corresponding periods for 1946.5 


GOLD PRODUCTION. 
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12. Months ended. DECEMBER 
1947 “1946 
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Quantity eee Fine O86 703,886 616, 964 
Value (Auste Currency) £& 795755574 6, 640, 069 


Dividends Reported by Gold Mining Companies for the 12 months ended Deceanber, 


1947 amounted to £694,085. Dividends Reported for the corresponding period for 1946 
were £715,926-6 
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RETAIL PRICES INDEX NUMBERS. 
(Base Weighted Average of Six Capital Cities for 1923/27 = 1000) 
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7 Months ended JANUARY 


Food and Groceries = 
Metropolitan Area 
Kal goorlie-Boulder 
Northam 
Bunbury 
Geraldton 
Collie 
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ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMENT. 
(Exeluding Rural and Private Domestic) 


Figures Supplied by Commonwealth Statistician. 
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Month eee. .° eee _Fenales Persons 
1946 - 
Novenber 99,166 34,700 133,866 
Decenber . 100,130 34,939 135, 069 
1947 
Janua ry 100,807 34, 392 135,199 
Febmiary 101,861 34815 136,676 
Ma.reh 102,999 35y 339 138, 338 
April 102, 697 355266 137,963 
May 103, 356 35,479 138,835 
June 103,935 355542 139,477 
July 104, 271 35,640 139,911 
August 104,124 35,816 139,940 
Septanber 105, 208 35,888 141, 096 
Novanber 105,849 365 308 142,157 
Decanber 106,764 36 645 143, 409 
EMPLOYMENT INDEX SERIES. 
FACTORIES RETAIL ESTABLISHMENTS (b) 
(Base: 1928/29 (19,799 (Base: July, 1941 (9,578 
Month Employees = 100) ) Employees = 10605 ) 
1946(a) |1947(a) 1946 | 1947 
January 995 | 1134 
Rebmary 1016 | 1138 
Ma rch 1045 | 1145 
April 1051 | 1144 
May 1069 | 1151 
June 1087 | 1153 
July 1096 | 1168 
August 1LO9 | 1181 
Sept. 1114 | 1172 
October 1118 j} 1184 
Novenber LESS: 7 Laas 
December 1165 | 1267 
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(a) Figures subsequent to June, 1946 are preliminary and are based primarily 
on Pay Roll Tax Returns. 
(b) Indexes computed by Commonwealth Statistician from Pay Roll Tax Retums. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS. 


(Fives supplied by Commonwealth Statistician) 
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Discharges a ae So End 
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Adnittances 


Fenales | Persons | Males |Fanales | Persons {| Males | Fenales! Persons 

1946 | 
November 722 | 6,382. 15,3761 710 6,066 | 1,279 38 1,317 
December 18 466 541 21 | 562 1,186 35 1,221 

i947 | 
January 8 491 668 a7 | 685 | 1, OOL 26 1,027 
February 12 408 559 15 574 | 838 23 861 
March 3 472 549 | 13 562 | 748 23 ee’ 
April 3 345 314 8 | 322 | 796 18 794. 
May 11 465 481 15 496 749 14 763 
June 10 357 | 352 v 359 74.4. a? 761 
July (a 12 416 366 14 380 782 15 797 
Auge (a 10 365 5 38 10 548 599 15 614 
Sept.(a 5 186 286 5 291 494} 15 509 
Octe (a 6 185 233 5 238 44.0 16 456 
Nove (a 75 12 187 mi 10 | 259 366 18 384 


(a) Subject to Revision. 
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY ~ METROPOLTTAN AREA, 


(Generated by the WeA« Government Power Station) 
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7 Months ended JANUARY 
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1948 1947 
Units Generated (1000 K.W.H: ) 129,510 113,962 
Units Sola (1000 K+ W.H. ) 109,813 97, 046 


Se li he i ah i te th at ete sateen 4 ~ a a cent 2 ee ene a. aoe 


Month | Cattle Sheep Pigs 


Noe Noe 
January, 1948 5, 428 9,744 
January, 1947 4,587 87,216 13,290 
12 Months ended December, 1947 95,932 1, 053,826 123,844 
12 Months ended Decenbcr, 1946 88,176 1, 000, 659 163, 046 
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